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AFOMEDI IV Biennial International Conference 
 

“Spaces of Familiarity, Spaces of Difference in the Mediterranean” 
 
At the intersection of Africa, Asia, and Europe, the Mediterranean Sea basin is a cradle of civilizations and a 
crucible for world affairs.  Diverse peoples, cultures, and religions come together in this shared arena of contact, 
exchange, and friction.  It also functions as a nexus for practices of imperialism, nationalism, authoritarianism, 
and resistance. In peace and in conflict, events in the Mediterranean affect the world in critical ways. This 
conference examines how peoples in the basin interact in the present and past. Leading international scholars will 
share the latest research on subjects ranging from the contemporary Middle East to ancient Greek archaeology. 
 
The conference takes place in Taiwan, an island at the confluence of East Asian, Southeast Asian, and Pacific 
maritime worlds. Taiwan’s context as a crossroads of different peoples and a focal point of global dynamics 
advances new comparative perspectives for research on the Mediterranean. It also opens opportunities for 
connecting the Asia-Pacific to the Mediterranean. 
 
The Asian Federation of Mediterranean Studies Institutes IV Biennial International Conference will gather more 
than 50 interdisciplinary scholars from five continents. Investigators based in East and Southeast Asia and 
researchers from the Middle East-North Africa, Europe, Australia, and North America tackle international 
relations, legal studies, sociology, literary studies, history, Islamic studies, musicology and other subjects related 
to the Mediterranean in the social sciences and humanities. 
 
 
 
 

KEYNOTE 
 

Dr. Teofilo Ruiz 
Distinguished Research Professor, University of California, Los Angeles 

Recipient of the United States National Humanities Medal 
 

“In Search of Deliverance:  
Lived Experiences of Mediterranean Space in the Past and Present” 

 
 
 
 

SELECT PRESENTERS 
 

Francesca Trivellato 
 

Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, US 

Toby Yuen-Gen Liang 
 

Academia Sinica, Taiwan 
Houssem Eddine Chachia 
 

University of Tunis, Tunisia 

Zalina Zakaria 
 

Universiti Malaya, Malaysia 

Hélène Sirantoine 
 

 

The University of Sydney, 
Australia 

Jocelyn Hendrickson 
 

 

University of Alberta, Canada  
 

Li-Chiao Chen 
 

Fu Jen Catholic University, 
Taiwan 

Özden Mercan 
 

Hacettepe University, Turkey 

Manami Suzuki 
 

Kyoto University, Japan 
Evin Che-Hsien Tsai 
 

National Taiwan University, 
Taiwan 

Jihoon Kang 
 

Busan University of Foreign 
Studies, South Korea 

Andrew Devereux 
 

University of California, San 
Diego, US 

Arang Keshavarzian 
 

New York University, US 
Karim Bejjit 
 

Abdelmalek Essaadi University, 
Morocco 

Sharon Kinoshita 
 

University of California, Santa 
Cruz, US 

Yoshihiko Ito 
 

Tokyo Metropolitan University, 
Japan 

Roberta Morosini 
 

University of L’Orientale of 
Naples, Italy 

Lars Berger 
 

Federal University of Admini- 
strative Sciences, Germany 

Rubén González Cuerva 
 

Consejo Superior de Investiga-
ciones Científicas, Spain 

Brian Catlos 
 

University of Colorado Boulder, 
US 

Margaret Kim 
 

National Tsing Hua University, 
Taiwan 

Camilo Gómez Rivas 
 

University of California, Santa 
Cruz, US 

Peter Kitlas 
 

American University of Beirut, 
Lebanon 
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