
Marta Albalá Pelegrín is an Associate Professor at California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona in the Department of English and Modern Languages, associate of the Center for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies, UCLA, executive board of the Spanish-North Africa Project 
and board committee member of PAMLA (Pacific Ancient and Modern Languages Association). 
Her recent publications include articles on the movement of images, ideas, bodies, and texts in 
the Mediterranean. Her current book project, Theater of Conquest, explores how Iberian 
performances re-elaborated the news of conquest that arrived at Christian diplomatic centers, 
such as Rome, Naples and Lisbon. From the victory over the Ottoman Turks in Belgrade to the 
Fall of Granada, and the "conquest" of African and Asian outposts, the book studies the 
audience's reception of these performances and the place they had, and still have, in the Spanish 
and Portuguese imaginary. She is currently a Berenson Fellow, at I Tatti, The Harvard University 
Center for Italian Renaissance Studies. Her research has been supported by seminars, summer 
institutes, fellowships and grants by the NEH, the Fulbright-Hays program, Mc Gill University, 
the Folger Library, and the Newberry Library. 


