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Arabic Paleography (Mediterranean Seminar Summer Skills Course, 2024) 
Sample texts 
For those wondering whether to take the course. Transcriptions are on page 2. 
 
INTRODUCTORY (colophon of theological text written at Delhi, 1081 AH) 
Be able to read this readily—though not necessarily to understand it—before you take the course. 

 
 
INTERMEDIATE (chronicle copied in Syria? 7th–8th c. AH?) 
Expect to read most of a text like this, with some effort, during the course. If it seems utterly effortless, you might not 
need the course. If it seems hopeless, the course might be a steep climb for you. 

 
 
CHALLENGING (Christian theological text, 10th–11th c. AD? + colophon of literary text, Baghdad, 587 AH) 
You might find some words in these extracts difficult to make out. The course will show you how to tackle such texts. 

 

   



 2 

Transcriptions: 
 
INTRODUCTORY (colophon written at Delhi, 1081 AH) 
 

 نم ةیناثلا ةنسلا نم عساتلا رھشلا نم عباسلا
 يناثلا فللاا نم ىلولأا ةیاملا نم عساتلا رشعلا

 
 
INERMEDIATE (chronicle copied in Syria? 7th–8th c. AH?) 
 

يدوھی لجر كلذ دعب رضحو  
بجاح ھل لاقف لوقی ام ھمّلعی نا يریھطلا نبا بئانلا بحاح ىلا راشاف هدی ىلع ملساو  
قح ثعبـلاو قح تومـلا ناو الله لوسر ادمحم ناو الله لاا ھلا لا نا دھشا لق بئانلا  

 
CHALLENGING (Christian theological text, 10th–11th c. AD? + colophon of literary text, 
Baghdad, 587 AH) 
 

 حیسملا ىلع ةعستو ةیم رومزم نم دواد ةوبن نیتس
 

 غارفلا عقوو
 ةئامسمخو نینامثو عبس ةنس ةرخلاا ىدمج فصتنم )يف( ءاعبرلاا موی اھنم 


