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Zozan Pehlivan is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. She 

is an environmental historian with a focus on the relationship between environmental stress and 

the rise of inter-communal violence in the Middle East. Dr. Pehlivan is a recipient of the Harry 

Frank Guggenheim Distinguished Scholar Award and her article “El Niño and the Nomads” (2020) 

was awarded the Ömer Lütfi Barkan Article Prize by the Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association. 

Her innovative interdisciplinary research has been awarded by many institutions, including the 

Institute of Historical Research, American Society for Environmental History, and the Ottoman 

and Turkish Studies Association. She is currently a Mellon Fellow at Newberry Library in Chicago 

and working on her comparative project examining forced resettlement of indigenous people in 

the Great Plains, the British Punjab, and Ottoman-Kurdistan.  

Dr. Pehlivan’s first monograph, The Political Ecology of Violence: Peasants and Pastoralists in 

the Last Ottoman Century (Cambridge University Press, Studies in Environment and History 

series) is anticipated to be out in November, 2024. 

 

 

 

 
 
 


