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Biographical Note

Originally from Brisbane, Australia, James Rankine is a PhD candidate at the 
University of Rochester Department of History.  His research examines the 
piracy in the Atlantic world in the late-seventeenth and early-eighteenth 
centuries, particularly the roles of power and violence aboard pirate vessels.  He 
is a former Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in the Digital Humanities, and is the 
creator and curator of the Online Pirate Database.  He has served as a site 
supervisor and teaching assistant on the Smith’s Island Archeology Project, and 
a research assistant on several digital research projects at the University of 
Rochester.  


