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Andrea Sterk joined the Department of History at the University of Minnesota in 2015 

after teaching for 13 years at the University of Florida, and before that, at the University of Notre 

Dame. Her research focuses on the history of Christianity in Late Antiquity and Byzantium. 

She has published Renouncing the World Yet Leading the Church. The Monk-Bishop in 

Late Antiquity, the sourcebook Readings in World Christian History. Earliest Christianity 

to 1453, and she has co-edited (with Nina Caputo) the volume Faithful Narratives: 

Historians, Religion, and the Challenge of Objectivity. 

Sterk is currently working on two book projects. The Making of Eastern Christendom: 

Apostles, Evangelists, and Missionaries, 300-1000, under contract with Princeton University 

Press, examines the spread of diverse Christianities across Afroeurasia from the age of 

Constantine to the conversion of the Slavs. It focuses on the role of unofficial evangelists—

monks, merchants, migrants, women, captives, and refugees—alongside bishops. She is also co-

editing an expanded volume of essays stemming from the spring 2022 Dumbarton Oaks 

Byzantine Studies symposium, “Byzantine Missions: Meaning, Nature, and Extent.” Sterk is 

currently editor of the quarterly journal Church History. Studies in Christianity and Culture. 

 


