
Hannah Barker is an assistant professor of medieval history at Arizona State University. She studies 
connections between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean during the thirteenth through fifteenth 
centuries, especially the slave trade which flourished during this period and the transmission of plague 
leading to the Black Death. Her book, That Most Precious Merchandise: The Mediterranean Trade in 
Black Sea Slaves, 1260-1500, was published in 2019. It received the Paul E. Lovejoy Prize and the ASU 
Institute for Humanities Research book prize, as well as honorable mentions for the Mediterranean 
Seminar’s Wadjih F. al-Hamwi Prize and the Middle East Medievalists book prize. Her interests include 
the role of physicians in slave markets; forms of resistance by enslaved people; how medieval Italian 
notaries described slaves and voiced their statements in legal acts; Mamluk comparisons between 
northern and southern barbarians; plague transmission to Alexandria; and local slaving patterns in the 
Golden Horde and Caucasus regions. 

 


