Travis Bruce is Assistant Professor of medieval history at McGill University. His dissertation at
the Universities of Toulouse and Western Michigan examined the taifa of Denia and the
communication networks of the eleventh-century Mediterranean. He is completing a book
manuscript based on this that uses the specific example of Denia to reconsider how we think
about the Mediterranean through the lenses of violence, identity, and space. He has received
grants from the (Canadian) Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and the Quebec
Research Program for New Academics (FRQSC) for his newer work on commercial mediation
and translation in the Medieval Western Mediterranean). His most recent article from this
project, “Dragomans and the Cultivation and Use of Trust in Thirteenth-Century Mediterranean
Commerce”, was published earlier this year in the Journal of Medieval Worlds.



